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FArSIMILE COVER PAGE 

TO: (^nJipLn ^imrAjj^yT^^^jy-i^ fax no. 



FROM: NoJClUX <?V^^<? 



NO, OF PAGES: jj ^ J J 

(Includinc Cover Pi£e) ' DATE: //^/U^ 

OUR FILE: VOUR FILE: 



SUBJECT/MESSAGE: -T/aJ /) f / S, 



IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL THE FOLLOWING 
NUMBER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE: (509) 624-4276. 
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PLEASE VERIFY RECEIPT BY RETURN FAX 



NO VERIFICATION NECESSARY 



This facsimile transmission (and/or the documents accompanying it) may contain 
confidential information that is privileged, confidential or exempt from disclosure under 
federal or state law. The information is intended only for the use of the individual 
or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on 
the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
transmission in error, please call our office collect at (509)624-4276 immediately to 

Received from < 5098383424 > at 9112/02 12:13:37 PM lEastem Daylight Time r^^^fx^ Thank you, 
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Paper No. 



Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment filed on *1 —Y'0~^ i a ecnsid^ied nou-^ompli&nc because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 
CFR 1.121, as amended on September 8, 2000 (see 65 Fed Reg. 54603, Sept 8^ 2000, and 1238 O.G. 77, Scpfc 19, 2000). In otder for 
the amendtnent to be compliant, applicant must supply die fiDllowing omisdona or conecdons in response to thifl notice. 

THE K)IlOWIN0riWS ARE REQUIRED FOR COMPLY 1121 (APPUCANT NEED NOT R&SUBMTT 

THE ENTTIRE AMENDMENT) 1 

□ LA clean vciwon of the replacement paTagraph(s)/«ection(s) is lequiicd. See 37 CFR 1.121(b) (1) (li) . 

2. A marked^up version of the replacement parafitftph(s)/secliOtt(8) is tequired- See 37 CFR L121 (b) (1) (iii). 

□ 3 . A clean version of the amended claira(s) is required. See 37 CFR 1 . 12 1 (c) (1) (i) . 

□ 4 . A markcd-up venion of the arncnded claim(s) U required. See 37 CFR M2 1 (c) ( I) (u) . 
Eacplanation: . 



( LTEi provide specific dcCaila for comccion CO as$i$c (he applicaxiC For cXsTiipk, Teh* cUanversionof claiiii6 is tnisna^*) 

For further explanation of the amendment format requited by 37 CFR 1. 121, see MPEP § 7 14 and the USPTO website at 

htto :/Avww.uspto.goy/web/Q fRces/dcojn/olia A)bg/sampleaf.pdf . A condensed version of a sample amendment format is attached 



D PI^ELIMINAKY AMENDMENT: Unle^ applicant suppUes the onEnasion or correcticti co the preliminary amendment in 
compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 noted above within ONE MONTH of the mail date of this lettet, examination on the 
merits may commence without entry of the onginaUy proposed preliminary amendment- This nodcc is not an action under 35 
U,S,C. 132, and diis ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

□ AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is 
given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS ftom the mailing of thi* notice'i whichever is bnger, within 
which to supply the oitdssion or correction noted above in order to avdd abandonment. ETCTENSIONS OF THIS TIME 
PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER37 CFR L136(a). 



Legql IiutniTnenU Examiner (LIE) 



aiCTr. 12/01) 
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Changes to the Patent Rules 



j October 20, 2000 



Volume 1, Issue 3 ~] 



— r — w 

raXf ir rte rAfrrf in as^Hu ofPMnt Htm BuUut», to cmjtyoL in keeping up /«, rfare with ^ignlJi^^truU chafes whhh iffftoiyour 
Keep (hfs copy lexaeasQ bookmark for your present MPEP. or viViw this bulletin tigalr, on the VSPTO WebSite. 



Simplified Amendment Practice. 

Replacement paragraphs/sections/daims to be used. 37 CFR 1.121 



The rule fi&ckn^e 
"Changes to (he Patent 
Busin^^s OqqIs - Final 
Rutt, " published in th£ 

Federal Register on 
September 8. 2OQ0. 65 
Fed. Reg. 546Q3 (Sept. 
8, 2000), and she OJJiciad 
Gazette on 
September 19. 2000. 
1238 Off. Gaz. Pat. Of- 
fice 77 (September J9, 
7000). The PEG ruie 
package makes a number 
ofrevision^ (q Title 37, 



The enlire filial rule may 
he found at the USPTO 

Website at kttpi// 
^'ntrw.uspto.goyMeh/ 
offl^dcoWalla/pbg/ 
indexJiind. 

Areas and Indiyrfduals 
primarily affected by this 

rule change include 
( IJPatent Exam iners and 
Tech Support Staff in the 
Technology Centers 
a) Office of Patent 
Publication 

Any questions related to 
this change in practice 
should he directed to 

Joe ^ai-ccvagf. 
Special Projects Exr.. 
(703-305-1795) or Liz. 

Dougherty, Legal 
Advisor. (703-306-315^) 
OPLA. 



Mandatory compliance with the revised njle is 
not required until March 1, 2001, It \& suggested 
that applicants adopt the revised procedures on 
or after November^, 2000, in order to adjust co 
the changes rn amendment practice. 

Undfcr the new amendment practice, amend- 
mcnis to the specification must be made by the 
submission of clean new or replacement para- 
graph(s), 5ection(s), specification, or claim(s). 
This practice will provide a specification 
(including claims) b dean, or substantially 
clean, form that can be effectively captured and 
converted by optical character recognition 
(OCR) scanning during the patent printing pro- 
cess. 



version entitled " Version with markin g s to 
show changes made ." 

Applicants will also be able to submit a clean 
set of all pending claims, consolidating all 
previous versions of pending claims from a 
series of separate amendments into a single 
clean version in a single amendment paper. 
TTiis submission of a clean version of all of 
the pending claims will be construed as di- 
recting the cancellation of all previous vcr- 
. sions of any pending claims. No marked-up 
version will be required to accompany the 
clean version where no changes other than the 
consolidation are being made* 



The new practice requires appli- 
cant to provide, in addition to 
the clean vereion of a replace- 
ment paragraph/scction/clalm, a 
marked-up version using appli- 
cant's choice of a conventional 
marking system to indicate the changes, which 
will aid the examiner in identifying the changes 
that have been made. The marked-up version 
must be based ot* the previous version and indi- 
cate (by markings) how the previous version 
has been modified to produce the clean version 
submitted in the current amendment. The term 
Vevious version" means the version of record 
in the application as originally filed or from a 
previously entered amendment. 



J'hncnSucnt Qy 
pafiignipfi/cfimit 
rcpfaccmcnt in cfcaiifonUs 



The following format is suggested in an amend- 
ment paper (1) a clean version of each replace* 
ment paragraph/section/claim with clear in- 
structions for entry; (2) starting on a separate 
page, any remarks/arguments (37 CFR Mil); 
and (3) starting on a sepaiBte page, a marked-up 



The amended rule encourages 
issuance of applications with an 
examiner's amendment without 
practitioners/applicants having to 
file a formal amendment. Addi- 
tions or deletions of subject mat- 
ter in the specification, mcludiog 
the claims, may continue to be 
made in on examiner's amendment at the time 
of allowance by instructions to make any 
change at a precise location in the specifica- 
tion or the claims. An examiner's amendment 
may incorporate a printed copy of a fax or e- 
maii amendment submitted by applicant. 
Only that pan of the e-mail or fax directed to 
a clean version, or a portion of. a paragraph/ 
claim to be added should be printed and at- 
tached to the examiner^s amendment, with a 
paper copy of the entire e-mail or fax being 
entered in the file. The electronic version of 
the e-mail is not required to be^saved once the 
primed e-mail (and any attachnlenxs) becomes 
part of the application file record. 

MPEP 7144- & 1302-04 
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